PGI

Thematic area Protection Gender Inclusion (PGI)

Natural disasters, crises and conflicts affect people differently. People are often subject to threats to their lives, safety and
dignity, discrimination, and loss of access to basic services. Crisis aggravate existing discriminations and gender inequalities.
Sexual- and gender-based violence tend to increase. Social factors such as gender, age, disability, ethnicity, health-, social
and legal status or other, shape the extent to which people are vulnerable to, affected by, respond to or recover from crises.
An effective response ensures reaching the most vulnerable and addressing the specific needs and protection risks, while
considering own capacities and coping mechanisms of women and men of all ages and backgrounds. ‘Protection, Gender and
Inclusion’ considerations should be reflected in the preparedness and response work, from the initial assessment and
throughout the program cycle. To uphold the humanitarian principle of impartiality, the Red Cross/Red Crescent promote
gender equality and diversity at all levels in the organization. To ensure there is no discrimination based on gender and
diversity factors, female and a diversified leadership need to be promoted at all levels, from communities to governance.
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Protection — address violence. Keep people
safe from harm, abuse or exploitation

Specific needs/protection risks of women
and men of all ages and backgrounds

Leave no one behind - same needs/
adapted assistance

Meaningful inclusion of all people in their
communities
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The work of the Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement

The PGI Policy and Operational Framework provides direction to all Red
Cross Red Crescent National Societies, to ensure all its actions keep people
safe from harm, promote gender equality, respect for diversity and are
non-discriminatory towards people of all gender, ages, and backgrounds. A
practical tool” PGI Minimum Standard in emergency” is used to provide
improved quality programming, operations, and services, and to ensure the
Dignity, Access, Participation and Safety of the affected populations.

The Swedish Red Cross’s contribution

To support National Societies become safe and inclusive organizations,
ensuring dignity, access, participation, and safety for people of all
identities, through strengthening its institutional capacity, programmes,
operations, advocacy, and partnerships. As part of the SRC sustainability
platform, PGI mainstreaming, and the Do-No-Harm approach is a focus
through enhancement of SRC basic internal capacity to provide improved
quality programming, operations, and services to affected populations

Main messages

Key figures

* 15 % of all pregnancies in crisis experience
complications during delivery. Increased
maternal and child mortality in emergencies
due to limited access to healthcare;

* 25% of any emergency target population
are women and girls who are of
menstruating age;

* 20% of the world's poorest people live
with some kind of disability;

* 50% of the world’s refugees or internally
displaced are children;

» Unaccompanied refugee boys age 13-17
face daily challenges, incl sexual violence,
risk of harassment from security forces

Source: WHO and Unicef

To uphold the humanitarian principles, ensure an effective response reaching the most vulnerable, addressing specific
needs and safeguard protection concerns of women and men of all ages and backgrounds, the RC/RC Movement take
protection, gender and inclusion into consideration in all its work. The prevention, mitigation and response work are
conducted to understand the causes, risks and consequences of violence, discrimination, and exclusions. This to ensure
people's access to Red Cross support, to create safety through meaningful participation and with a dignified response.
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